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The Boeing Model 307 Stratoliner was the world's first four-engine, fully

pressurized aircraft to enter commercial service (it was successfully tested 

in 1938). The Stratoliner set new standards for speed and comfort. 

Its pressurized cabin allowed the aircraft to fly above rough weather at an

altitude of 20,000 feet—higher than any other commercial transport of

its time. All present day high-altitude aircraft derive their success from this

and other Boeing and Army Air Corps experimental efforts. The comfort

and convenience of modern aircraft flying above the weather and over

long distances are a direct result of this innovative technology.

PRESSURIZED CABINS — FOURTH IN A SERIES ON 
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1. Boeing S-307, NX19901—one of four S-307 Stratoliners built for Pan Am. 
Photo: Boeing via Brian Lockett

2. Stratoliner Manufacturing Plant. Only 10 Stratoliners were built (three 
for Pan Am, five for TWA, and one was supplied to Howard Hughes).

3. Bedtime in the 307 Stratoliner's 12-foot wide cabin consisted of berths 
and drop-down sleeping.   Photos 2 and 3: © Boeing, All Rights Reserved.
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